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1. Is this story realistic, or is it a fantasy? Why 
do you think so?

2. Reread page 5. On a chart like the one 
below, write the steps that Davis took to 
find out how much money he had saved.

3. The word interest has more than one 
meaning. Use a dictionary to find the 
meaning that is used on page 9. Write 
that definition.

4. If your goal was to buy a pet, how would 
you save the money you would need?

Reader Response

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5
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Every morning Davis greeted his dog 
friends. All day long Davis thought about 
dogs. Every night Davis read about dogs. 
Davis dreamed of dogs every night too. 
Davis wanted a dog of his own.
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“I want a dog of my own,” said Davis. 
“Dogs are expensive,” Dad said. 
“Will a dog cost a thousand dollars?” 

asked Davis.  
“No. You’ll need about seventy dollars,” 

Dad said. “How much have you saved?”
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Davis stacked his ten quarters, seven 
dimes, eleven nickels, and thirty-seven 
pennies. He added the stacks to find the 
value. “That’s $2.50 worth of quarters, plus 
70¢ in dimes, plus 55¢ in nickels, plus 37¢ 
in pennies. I have $4.12,”Davis said.
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Davis knew that $4.12 was not enough 
money to buy a dog. He would have to 
earn more. I need to get a job, he thought.  
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Davis saw a sign on his way home from 
school. The corner store needed someone 
to deliver newspapers on Saturdays. I can 
do that! Davis thought.  
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“Mom! I can deliver newspapers to earn 
money!” Davis shouted. “Now I can get a 
dog of my own!” 

So Davis delivered newspapers on 
Saturdays. Mom followed on her bicycle. 
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Every week the man at the store gave 
Davis a check. Davis put the checks in a 
savings account at the bank. Every month 
the money in the bank earned interest. 
The amount in Davis’s account grew.
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On the fifth Saturday, Davis and Mom 
visited the pet store. Davis bought a collar 
and leash for his dog. Davis wished he had 
a million dollars to spend. He wanted to 
buy every dog toy!
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Soon Davis had enough money to buy 
his dog. Buddy, a furry brown and white 
puppy, came to live with Davis, Mom, and 
Dad. At last Davis had a dog of his own! 
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Economics is the study of how people 
make and use goods and services. 
Economists, the people who study 
economics, look at trends or patterns in 
how people earn, save, and spend money. 
Using this information, economists try 
to predict how people, companies, and 
countries will earn, save, and spend money 
in the future.

Economics
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